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EL3022  English Language and Literary
Studies  2

This is the reading list for students attending the
EL3022 Module on literature and language. This module
will deepen your knowledge of English language and
literature by sampling the work of English Victorian
novelists and poets.

View Online

15 items

Primary texts (3 items)
These are suggested editions but any other reliable edition of the works below is
acceptable. Consult your tutor if you are not sure about the edition you are using.

North and South - Elizabeth Gaskell, 1994
Book  | Essential | North and South is set in the fictional industrial town of Milton in the

North of England. Forced to leave her home in the tranquil rural south, Margaret Hale
settles with her parents in Milton where she witnesses the brutal world wrought by the
industrial revolution and employers and workers clashing in the first organised strikes.
Sympathetic to the poor, whose courage and tenacity she admires and among whom she
makes friends, she clashes with John Thornton, a cotton mill manufacturer who belongs to
the nouveaux riches class and whose contemptuous attitude to workers Margaret rejects.
The novel traces both her growing understanding of the complexity of labor relations and
her impact on well-meaning mill owners, and her conflicted relationship with John
Thornton.

The Norton Anthology of Poetry - Ferguson, Margaret W., Stallworthy, Jon, Salter, Mary Jo,
1996

Book  | Essential | This is just a suggestion - you can find the poems in other various
editions but if you are look for an anthology, this is definitely an excellent option.The
fourth edition of this standard work contains 1800 poems by 300 poets, with 600 poems
and 100 poets newly included. The anthology offers more poetry by women (40 new
poets), with special attention to early women poets. The book also includes a greater
diversity of American poetry, with double the number of poems by African American,
Hispanic, native American and Asian American poets. There are 26 new poets representing
the Commonwealth literature tradition: now included are more than 37 poets from
Australia, New Zealand, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, the Caribbean, South Africa and India. A
reconsideration of many classic poets, from Shakespeare and Bradstreet to Larkin and
Rich has been added in this edition, together with a wider representation of the beginnings
of poetry in English: the Anglo-Saxon "Caedmon's Hymn" and selections from "Beowulf", as
well as Middle English lyrics, popular riddles, romance, allegory, and the verse tales of
Chaucer and Langland, are now included. The collection also includes short biographical
sketches and a system of annotation.

Great Expectations - Charles Dickens, 2008
Book  | Essential | Young Pip lives with his sister and her husband the blacksmith, with

few prospects for advancement until a mysterious benefaction takes him from the Kent
marshes to London. Pip is haunted by figures from his past - the escaped convict
Magwitch, the time-withered Miss Havisham and her proud and beautiful ward, Estella -
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and in time uncovers not just the origins of his great expectations but the mystery of his
own heart.

A powerful and moving novel, Great Expectations is suffused with Dickens's memories of
the past and its grip on the present, and it raises disturbing questions about the extent to
which individuals affect each other's lives. This edition includes a lively introduction,
Dickens's working notes, the novel's original ending, and an extract from an early
theatrical adaptation. 

Secondary reading (10 items)
The titles below are background reading to support your analysis of the primary texts. Use
the reference lists in each publication to extend your library search.

On Stories - Richard Kearney, 2002
Book  | Background | Stories offer us some of the richest and most enduring insights into

the human condition and have preoccupied philosophy since Aristotle. On Stories presents
in clear and compelling style just why narrative has this power over us and argues that the
unnarrated life is not worth living. Drawing on the work of James Joyce, Sigmund Freud's
patient 'Dora' and the case of Oscar Schindler, Richard Kearney skilfully illuminates how
stories not only entertain us but can determine our lives and personal identities. He also
considers nations as stories, including the story of Romulus and Remus in the founding of
Rome. Throughout, On Stories stresses that, far from heralding the demise of narrative,
the digital era merely opens up new stories.

English Literature: A Very Short Introduction - Jonathan Bate, 2010
Book  | Background | Sweeping across two millennia and every literary genre, acclaimed

scholar and biographer Jonathan Bate provides a dazzling introduction to English
Literature. The focus is wide, shifting from the birth of the novel and the brilliance of
English comedy to the deep Englishness of landscape poetry and the ethnic diversity of
Britain's Nobel literature laureates. It goes on to provide a more in-depth analysis, with
close readings from an extraordinary scene in King Lear to a war poem by Carol Ann Duffy,
and a series of striking examples of how literary texts change as they are transmitted from
writer to reader.

The Short Oxford History of English Literature - Sanders, Andrew, 2004
Book  | Background | The Short Oxford History of English Literature is the most

comprehensive and scholarly history of English literature on the market. It offers an
introductory guide to the literature of the British Isles from the Anglo-Saxon period to the
present day in eleven chapters covering all the major periods of English literature
chronologically. Professor Sanders provides detailed analysis of the major writers and their
works and examines the impact of British literature on contemporary political, social and
intellectual developments. This third edition has been revised and updated for a 21st
century reader, incorporating discussion of a greater number of female and contemporary
authors.

The Cambridge Companion to Literature on Screen - Deborah Cartmell, Imelda Whelehan,
2007

Book  | Background | This Companion offers a multi-disciplinary approach to literature
on film and television. Writers are drawn from different backgrounds to consider broad
topics, such as the issue of adaptation from novels and plays to the screen, canonical and
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popular literature, fantasy, genre and adaptations for children. There are also case studies,
such as Shakespeare, Jane Austen, the nineteenth-century novel and modernism, which
allow the reader to place adaptations of the work of writers within a wider context. An
interview with Andrew Davies, whose work includes Pride and Prejudice (1995) and Bleak
House (2005), reveals the practical choices and challenges that face the professional
writer and adaptor. The Companion as a whole provides an extensive survey of an
increasingly popular field of study.

The English Novel: An Introduction - Eagleton, Terry, 2004
Book  | Background | Written by one of the world’s leading literary theorists, this book

provides a wide–ranging, accessible and humorous introduction to the English novel from
Daniel Defoe to the present day. Covers the works of major authors, including Daniel
Defoe, Henry Fielding, Samuel Richardson, Laurence Sterne, Walter Scott, Jane Austen, the
Brontës, Charles Dickens, George Eliot, Thomas Hardy, Henry James, Joseph Conrad,
Virginia Woolf, D.H. Lawrence and James Joyce. Distils the essentials of the theory of the
novel. 

The Cambridge companion to Elizabeth Gaskell - Jill L. Matus, 2007
Book  | Background | In the last few decades Elizabeth Gaskell has become a figure of

growing importance in the field of Victorian literary studies. She produced work of great
variety and scope in the course of a highly successful writing career that lasted for about
twenty years from the mid-1840s to her unexpected death in 1865. The essays in this
Companion draw on recent advances in biographical and bibliographical studies of Gaskell
and cover the range of her impressive and varied output as a writer of novels, biography,
short stories, and letters. The volume, which features well-known scholars in the field of
Gaskell studies, focuses throughout on her narrative versatility and her literary responses
to the social, cultural, and intellectual transformations of her time. This Companion will be
invaluable for students and scholars of Victorian literature, and includes a chronology and
guide to further reading.

The Cambridge companion to the Victorian novel - Deirdre David, 2001
Book  | Background | In The Cambridge Companion to the Victorian Novel, first published

in 2000, a series of specially-commissioned essays examine the work of Charles Dickens,
the Bront s, George Eliot and other canonical writers, as well as that of such writers as
Olive Schreiner, Wilkie Collins and H. Rider Haggard, whose work has recently attracted
new attention from scholars and students. The collection combines the literary study of
the novel as a form with analysis of the material aspects of its readership and production,
and a series of thematic and contextual perspectives that examine Victorian fiction in the
light of social and cultural concerns relevant both to the period itself and to the direction
of current literary and cultural studies. Contributors engage with topics such as industrial
culture, religion and science and the broader issues of the politics of gender, sexuality and
race. The Companion includes a chronology and a comprehensive guide to further reading.

The Cambridge Companion to Victorian Poetry
Webpage  | Background | This Companion to Victorian Poetry provides an introduction to

many of the pressing issues that absorbed the attention of poets from the 1830s to the
1890s. It introduces readers to a range of topics - including historicism, patriotism,
prosody, and religious belief. The thirteen specially-commissioned chapters offer insights
into the works of well-known figures such as Matthew Arnold, Robert Browning and Alfred
Tennyson, and the writings of women poets - like Michael Field, Amy Levy and Augusta
Webster - whose contribution to Victorian culture has in more recent years been
acknowledged by modern scholars. Revealing the breadth of the Victorians' experiments
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with poetic form, this Companion also discloses the extent to which their writings
addressed the prominent intellectual and social questions of the day. The volume, which
will be of interest to scholars and students alike, features a detailed chronology of the
Victorian period and a comprehensive guide to further reading.

The Cambridge Companion to the Arthurian legend - Elizabeth Archibald, Ad Putter, 2010
Book  | Background | For more than a thousand years, the adventures of King Arthur and

his Knights of the Round Table have been retold across Europe. They have inspired some
of the most important works of European literature, particularly in the medieval period: the
romances of Chrétien de Troyes, Wolfram von Eschenbach's Parzival, Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight and Malory's Le Morte d'Arthur. In the nineteenth century, interest in the
Arthurian legend revived with Tennyson, Wagner and Twain. This Companion outlines the
evolution of the legend from the earliest documentary sources to Spamalot, and analyses
how some of the major motifs of the legend have been passed down in both medieval and
modern texts. With a map of Arthur's Britain, a chronology of key texts and a guide to
further reading, this volume itself will contribute to the continuing fascination with the King
and his many legends.

The Cambridge Companion to Charles Dickens - 2011
Webpage  | Background | The Cambridge Companion to Charles Dickens contains

fourteen specially-commissioned chapters by leading international scholars, who together
provide diverse but complementary approaches to the full span of Dickens's work, with
particular focus on his major fiction. The essays cover the whole range of Dickens's writing,
from Sketches by Boz through The Mystery of Edwin Drood. Separate chapters address
important thematic topics: childhood, the city, and domestic ideology. Others consider
formal features of the novels, including their serial publication and Dickens's distinctive
use of language. Three final chapters examine Dickens in relation to work in other media:
illustration, theatre, and film. Each essay provides guidance to further reading. The volume
as a whole offers a valuable introduction to Dickens for students and general readers, as
well as fresh insights, informed by recent critical theory, that will be of interest to scholars
and teachers of the novels.

Reference Texts (2 items)
These are books for self-study only. They can help you improve your academic writing
skills. 

Writing about literature: a guide for the student critic - W. F. Garrett-Petts, 2013
Book  | Background |  Writing About Literature introduces students to critical reading

and writing through a thorough and engaging discussion of the field, but also through
exercises, interviews, exemplary student and scholarly essays, and visual material. It
offers students an insider's guide to the language, issues, approaches, styles,
assumptions, and traditions that inform the writing of successful critical essays, and aims
to make student writers a part of the world of professional literary criticism. Much of the
discussion is structured around ways to analyse and respond to a single work, Stephen
Crane's story “The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky”. The book presents specific examples of
both student writing and professional academic writing, showing how to polish an essay
from an “F” to an “A”.

The Wiley Guide to Writing Essays about Literature - Paul Headrick, 2014
Book  | Essential | This practical guide to writing analytical essays on literature develops

interpretive skills through focused exercises and modeled examples. The program is
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tailored to meet the specific needs of beginning undergraduates. Features unique, detailed
guidance on paragraph structure. Includes sample essays throughout to model each stage
of the essay–writing process. Focused exercises develop the techniques outlined in each
chapter. Dedicated checklists enable quick, accurate assessment by teachers and
students. Enhanced glossary with advice on usage added to core definitions. 
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